
1-69, Plan Puebla Panama, and Capitalist Globalization 

In the years since it has been instated, NAFrA has 

brought about job losses in the U.S. and increased exploitation 

of persons and resources in Mexico, as well as a loosening of 

environmental policies throughout the free trade area. 1-69 

would only serve to augment NAFrA's capacity for 

destruction by providing a straight shot for job migration and 

movement of capital. 

While Mexico's low wages and labor standards grant it 

preferred status as a center of production within the free trade 
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area, the inclusion of the rest of Central and South America in 

the free trade zone through the proposed Free Trade Area of 

the Americas (FfAA) would threaten this position. Workers 

in countries with even lower wages and labor standards would 

be made all the more available for corporate exploitation. To 

counter this threat, Mexico has thrown its support behind the 

Plan Puebla Panama, a highway connecting the Mexican state 

of Puebla directly to Panama, making Mexico additionally 

attractive to corporate investors. The combination of 1-69 and 

Plan Puebla Panama would create a direct highyvay system 
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from the Canadian border through the entirety of 

Mesoamerica. 
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